THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Morning Prayer – May 9, 2021
OPENING HYMN - “How Great Thou Art” verses 1, 3, & 4

# 60, LEVAS Hymnal

Lyrics here
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WELCOME
OPENING ACCLAMATION
Officiant:
Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:57

THE INVITATORY
Officiant: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
CHRIST OUR PASSOVER

Pascha nostrum

Officiant and People:
Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.
PSALM 98
1 Sing to the LORD a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The LORD has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
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He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the LORD.
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8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, when he comes to judge the earth.
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON – ACTS 10:44-48
Reader: A Reading from the Book of Acts.
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised believers who had come
with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they
invited him to stay for several days.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
HYMN - “In Christ There Is No East or West”

# 62, LEVAS Hymnal

Text Here
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THE GOSPEL - John 15:9-17

The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane

Gospeler: A reading from the Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because
the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you
everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands
so that you may love one another.”
Gospeler: Here ends the reading.
THE SERMON

The Rev. Michael Gray

“Christians Hearts in Love United”

Count von Zinsendorf

Christian hearts in love united, seek alone in Jesus rest;
Has he not your love excited? Then let love inspire each breast.
Members on our head depending, lights reflecting Him, our sun,
Brethren his commands attending, we in him, our Lord, are one.
Come then, come, O flock of Jesus, covenant with him anew;
Unto him who conquered for us, pledge we love and service true;
And should our love’s union holy firmly linked no more remain,
Wait ye at his footstool lowly, till he draw it close again.
Grant, Lord, that with thy direction, “Love each other,” we comply,
Aiming with unfeigned affection thy love to exemplify;
Let our mutual love be glowing, thus will all folk plainly see,
That we, as on one stem growing, living branches are in thee.
O that such may be our union, as thine with the Father is,
And not one of our communion e’er forsake the path of bliss;
May our light ‘fore folk with brightness, from thy light, reflected, shine;
Thus the world will bear us witness, that we, Lord, are truly thine.
THE APOSTLES' CREED
Officiant and People:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

4

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.
The Lord’s Prayer
Officiant and People:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Suffrages A
Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord;
People:
And grant us your salvation.
Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
People:
Let your people sing with joy.
Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
People:
For only in you can we live in safety.
Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care;
People:
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth;
People:
Your saving health among all nations.
Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
People:
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God;
People:
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
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THE COLLECTS
Officiant:
Collect of the Day
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such
love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that
we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day
such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
A Collect for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are
far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your
fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Deacon:
People:

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Deacon:
People:

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

Deacon:
People:

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

Deacon:
People:

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Deacon:
People:

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Deacon:

Have compassion on those who suffer from grief or trouble; especially:
Amanda Morin
Doris Stover
Barbara Cook
Benjamin Ryan
Betty Thurman
Bill Browning
Bo Cornwell
Buddy Clark
Carol Galloway
Catherine
Edie Clark

Haley Clark
Jeanette Goss
Joe Leary
Kirsten Brannon
Martha Turner
Melanie Chambers
Nadine
Ray Johns
Robert Dodd
Russ Lloyd
Sally Jebson

Sonja Johns
Stephen Brown
Steve Breedwell
Wayne Sanders
Gina Kizer
Patrick & Della Edrington
Anthony Smith-Cavendish
Josh Blevins
Ed Bell and Family
Greg Helsel
David Dunaway

People:

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Deacon:

We pray for healthcare workers, first responders, law enforcement, essential workers, and for all others
who minister to the suffering. We ask you to grant them wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience.
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We pray for those in the military and for those serving our country at home and abroad, especially:
Braeden Woodside (AWSAN USN)
Carrington Travers (PO)
David A. Hoffman (Lt. Col.)
Jessica Helsel (Capt.)
Michael Sprinkel (US Navy)

Matthew Stevens (RTC USMC)
Nate Cotter (USMC)
Rudolph Travers, Jr. (E3)
Taylor Craddock (USSF)

Silence
Deacon:

Let us pray with thanksgiving for all the blessings of this life. We pray for those celebrating birthdays and
anniversaries this week, especially:

Birthdays this week:
May 10: Zach Greenfield

May 13: Abbey Newton

May 15: Carol Galloway

Anniversaries: May 10: Billy & Julia Green
Silence
Deacon:
People:

We pray for the victims of gun violence and ask you to give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

Deacon:
People:

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Deacon:

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
THE BLESSING
Officiant:
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the
blood of the eternal covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing
in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
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THE DISMISSAL
Deacon: Let us go forth in the power of the resurrection to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
CLOSING HYMN – “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts and Voices Heavenward Raise” verses 1, 4, & 5
Text Here
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We offer our thanks for those who contribute to our service videos.
Clergy
The Rev. Michael Gray
The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane

Music Mixer
Paul Jackson
Videographers
Becky Walser

Readers
Kitty Whitman

Video Production
Heidi Piper Warner

Musicians
The Rev. Brad Jackson
Jaynie Jackson
Jamie & Janet Adams
The Rev. Michael Gray

Music used with permission by One License.
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