THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Morning Prayer – May 2, 2021
OPENING HYMN - “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” verse 1
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WELCOME
OPENING ACCLAMATION
Officiant:
Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:57

THE INVITATORY
Officiant: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
CHRIST OUR PASSOVER

Pascha nostrum

Officiant and People:
Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.
PSALM 22:24-30
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: *
“May your heart live for ever!”
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; *
he rules over the nations.
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the LORD’S for ever.
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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THE FIRST LESSON - ACTS 8:26-40
Reader: A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”
(This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home;
seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.”
So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of
the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from
being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water,
and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region,
he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
HYMN - “God Is Love, and Where True Love Is” verse 1 & 2
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THE GOSPEL - John 15:1-8

The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane

Gospeler: A reading from the Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Jesus said to his disciples. “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that
I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers;
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
Gospeler: Here ends the reading.
THE SERMON

The Rev. Michael Gray

THE APOSTLES' CREED
Officiant and People:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

4

THE PRAYERS
Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.
The Lord’s Prayer
Officiant and People:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Suffrages A
Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord;
People:
And grant us your salvation.
Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
People:
Let your people sing with joy.
Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
People:
For only in you can we live in safety.
Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care;
People:
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth;
People:
Your saving health among all nations.
Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
People:
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God;
People:
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
THE COLLECTS
Officiant:
Collect of the Day
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way,
the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day
such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
A Prayer of Social Justice
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart and especially the hearts of the people
of this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being
healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Litany for Social Justice
O God the Father of all people,
Have mercy on us.
O God the Son, Redeemer of all people,
Have mercy on us.
O God the Holy Spirit, dwelling in all people.
Have mercy on us.
For the injustices we have committed by our words and actions,
Forgive us.
For our responsibility for suffering, death, and war,
Forgive us.
For the persecution of our brothers and sisters because of race, education, language and nation,
Forgive us.
For our dehumanizing and manipulation of people,
Forgive us.
For all who have suffered and perished because of our misuse of our economic wealth, and for all whom we have
exploited,
Forgive us.
For all who have suffered from our unjust treaties, laws, and prisons,
Forgive us.
For the separation of Christians from society because of our sloth, arrogance, and parochialism
Forgive us.
Show us, O Lord, the light of your Justice:
that we may never allow injustice because of indifference or cowardice,
Hear us, Lord.
That we may never seek to exploit people by fear, by threat of desolation, by starvation, or slander,
Hear us, Lord.
That we may seek peace and justice rather than power and affluence,
Hear us, Lord.
That we may recognize political corruption and purify it,
Hear us, Lord.
That we may rightly use our economic power,
Hear us, Lord.
That the life of the Trinity may be present in our lives,
Hear us, Lord.
That we may know all people in the image of God and live accordingly,
Hear us, Lord.
Almighty God, who has created people in your own image; Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil, and to make
no peace with oppression; and that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ to promote justice among
people and nations, to the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Concluding collect.
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
THE BLESSING
Officiant:
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the
blood of the eternal covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing
in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
THE DISMISSAL
Deacon: Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the resurrection to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

CLOSING HYMN – “Come Away to the Skies”
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Weekly Intercessions and Thanksgivings
Birthdays this week:
May 2: Rachel Burton
May 5: Mary Ann Kelsey

May 6: Brooke Bonfadini
May 7: Rosa Smith

Anniversaries: May 5: Faith Dickerson & Brian Giles
May 7: Joe & Margaret Leary
Needs of our own congregation and others:
Amanda Morin
Catherine
Doris Stover
Edie Clark
Barbara Cook
Haley Clark
Benjamin Ryan
Jeanette Goss
Bill Browning
Joe Leary
Bo Cornwell
Kirsten Brannon
Buddy Clark
Martha Turner
Carol Galloway
Melanie Chambers

Nadine
Ray Johns
Robert Dodd
Russ Lloyd
Sally Jebson
Sonja Johns
Stephen Brown
Steve Breedwell

Wayne Sanders
Gina Kizer
Patrick & Della Edrington
Anthony Smith-Cavendish
Josh Blevins
Ed Bell and Family
Greg Helsel
Betty Thurman

Departed: None
Military:
Braeden Woodside (AWSAN USN)
Carrington Travers (PO)
David A. Hoffman (Lt. Col.)
Jessica Helsel (Capt.)
Michael Sprinkel (US Navy)

Matthew Stevens (RTC USMC)
Nate Cotter (USMC)
Rudolph Travers, Jr. (E3)
Taylor Craddock (USSF)
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We offer our thanks for those who contribute to our service videos.
Clergy
The Rev. Michael Gray
The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane

Music Mixer
Paul Jackson
Videographers
Becky Walser

Readers
Harold Boyd

Video Production
Heidi Piper Warner

Musicians
The Rev. Brad Jackson
Jaynie Jackson

Music used with permission by One License.
Photos in our videos are used with permission by ResourceUMC, StockSnap, ShareFaith, and ShutterStock.
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