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EASTER SUNDAY 
Morning Prayer – April 4, 2021 

   
 
OPENING HYMN - “Jesus is Lord of All” # 178, Hymnal 1982 
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WELCOME 
 
Officiant:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People:  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Officiant:  Let us pray. 
 
THE COLLECT 
 
Officiant:  
O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection 
delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of 
his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
Officiant:   
On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24 
 
Officiant:   
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
 
Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. Alleluia! 
 
Officiant and People: 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Officiant: Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: 
People: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
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CHRIST OUR PASSOVER - 1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 Pascha nostrum 
 
Officiant and People:  
 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 
    therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 
 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
    death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
 
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death, * 
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, * 
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON Billy Green, reader  
 
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might 
go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.  
~ Mark 16:1-2 
 
And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. ~ Matthew 28:2-4 
 
They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw 
a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be 
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 
place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just 
as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing 
to anyone, for they were afraid. ~ Mark 16:3-8 
 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  
 
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that 
had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must 
rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, 
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why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (Which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and 
she told them that he had said these things to her. ~ John 20:2-18 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
HYMN - “Lift your voice rejoicing, Mary” # 190, Hymnal 1982 
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THE SECOND LESSON  Jaynie Jackson, reader  
 
While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests everything that had happened. After 
the priests had assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give a large sum of money to the soldiers, telling them, 
“You must say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ If this comes to the governor’s 
ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story 
is still told among the Jews to this day. ~ Matthew 28:11-15 
 
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking 
with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near 
and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with 
each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered 
him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He 
asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified 
him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when 
they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he 
was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 
him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 
Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to 
which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because 
it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, 
he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the 
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to 
Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the 
bread. ~ Luke 24:13-35 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
HYMN – “The Day of Resurrection” #210, Hymnal 1982 
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THE THIRD LESSON The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane 
 
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were 
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not 
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in 
their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you - that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah 
is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.  ~ Luke 24:36-43 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  
~ John 20:19-23 
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Deacon: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
HYMN – “That Easter Day” # 193, Hymnal 1982 
 

 
 
THE SERMON  The Rev. Michael Gray   
 
THE APOSTLES' CREED 
  
Officiant and People: 
  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Officiant and People: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
SUFFRAGES A 
 
Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
People: And grant us your salvation. 
 

Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
People:  Let your people sing with joy. 
 

Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
People:  For only in you can we live in safety. 
 

Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
People:  And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
 

Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth; 
People:  Your saving health among all nations. 
 

Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
People:  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 

Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
People:  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Officiant:  
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting 
life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your 
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  from the Lutheran Intercessions for the Christian People 
 
Deacon: Alleluia! What was dead shall live; what was dark shall shine; what was forgotten shall be remembered, for the 

Lord is risen and walks among us. Let us confidently bring before God the needs of all our world, asking God 
for renewal, saying: Christ is risen, Christ is risen indeed. 

 
Deacon: God of life, in gratitude and great joy we laud you for the gifts of Christ’s resurrection. On this day give us 

hope, for Christ is risen: 
People: Christ is risen indeed. 
 
Deacon: On this feast day which brings joy to all Christian believers, may we commit ourselves to work toward the 

unity of the church, that Christ’s body may be one, for Christ is risen: 
People: Christ is risen indeed. 
 
Deacon: Honoring the gift of Christ’s risen body, may we rise to serve all those whose needs keep them from seeing 

themselves as the image of God, for Christ is risen: 
People: Christ is risen indeed. 
 
Deacon: For all who have the need of the gift of Easter; for all who journey from illness to health, from despair to hope, 

from grief to consolation, from loneliness to love; for all our brothers and sisters, that death may have no more 
power over us, for Christ is risen: 

People: Christ is risen indeed. 
 
Deacon: For all who suffer and for all who mourn, that today the Lord God will wipe away all tears, for Christ is risen: 
People: Christ is risen indeed. 
 
Deacon: May we have the persistent faith of Mary Magdalene and the surprised belief of Peter and John. May we long 

to be God’s sign of life in our world, for Christ is risen: 
People: Christ is risen indeed. 
 
Deacon: Let us pray for all those, for whom our intercessions have been sought. 
 
Let us observe a moment of silence to offer up our petitions and intercessions. 
 

For physicians, nurses, first responders, law enforcement, and all essential workers, granting them wisdom and 
skill, sympathy and patience.    

 
For those in the military and those serving our country at home and abroad, especially: 
 
Braeden Woodside (AWSAN USN) 
Carrington Travers (PO) 
David A. Hoffman (Lt. Col.)  
Jessica Helsel (Capt.) 
Michael Sprinkel (US Navy) 

Matthew Stevens (RTC USMC)  
Nate Cotter (USMC) 
Rudolph Travers, Jr. (E3) 
Taylor Craddock (USSF) 
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Deacon: May we be one in faith with all who have died in Christ, for our life is hid with Christ in God; for Christ is 
risen: 

People: Christ is risen indeed. 
  
Deacon: Here we offer our thanksgivings, especially for those celebrating birthdays this week, especially:  

 
April 5:  Lenny Cowherd 
April 6:  Bradley McKinley 

April 7: Maddie Ryan-Settle 
April 10: Mary St. John

 
Officiant: 
God of life, we thank you for the mystery planted in us, the paradox of life from death and community from scattered 
disciples. We praise you for dying which saves us from death and rising which brings us life. We pray, as we live, through 
Jesus the Risen One, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 
Officiant and People: 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING   
  
Officiant: 
May Almighty God who redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow 
upon you the riches of his blessing. May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of 
life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. May God who has brought us out of bondage to sin 
into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. And the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Deacon: Now let us go forth in the power of the resurrection to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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CLOSING HYMN – “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” # 207, Hymnal 1982 
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Easter Lily memorials are on the following page. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Weekly Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 
Birthdays this week:   
April 5:  Lenny Cowherd 
April 6:  Bradley McKinley 
April 7: Maddie Ryan-Settle 
April 10: Mary St. John 
  
Need of our own congregation and others: 
Amanda Morin 
Anne Morris 
Doris Stover 
Barbara Cook  
Benjamin Ryan 
Bill Browning 
Bo Cornwell 
Buddy Clark 
Carol Galloway 
Catherine 
Edie Clark 

Haley Clark 
Jeanette Goss 
Joe Leary 
Kirsten Brannon 
Martha Turner 
Melanie Chambers 
Nadine 
Patrick & Della Edrington 
Anthony Smith-Cavendish 
Ray Johns  

Robert Dodd 
Russ Lloyd 
Sally Jebson 
Sonja Johns 
Stephen Brown 
Steve Breedwell 
Wayne Sanders 
Gina Kizer 
Maggie Flanagan 
Caitlin Turner

 
Departed:  Sue Gray 
 
Military:   
Adam Smith (Sgt. USA) 
Braeden Woodside (AWSAN USN) 
Carrington Travers (PO) 
David A. Hoffman (Lt. Col.)  
Jessica Helsel (Capt.) 
Michael Sprinkel (US Navy) 

Matthew Stevens (RTC USMC)  
Nate Cotter (USMC) 
Rudolph Travers, Jr. (E3) 
Ryan Hallett (CW03 USA) 
Taylor Craddock (USSF) 
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EASTER LILY MEMORIALS AND THANKSGIVINGS 
  
  

THE EASTER LILIES ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF... 
  

Dr. James Winslow Davis-Lowe, by Anthony Smith-Cavendish. 
  

Pete and Spilly Davies, Ruth Lea Davies, N.B. Martin, May Rixey Moore,  
Jake Gordon Dickerson, LP and Jane Nelson, Bill and Wise Moon. 

    
THE EASTER LILIES ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF... 

  

Robert Delgado, by Suzanne Delgado. 
   

Ed and Marie Carrigan, Vernon, Ethel, and Diane Rohrbaugh, by Ed and Louise Carrigan. 
  

Lorin Dwight Frank, Margaret Rose Marengo, by Lina Marengo Frank. 
  

 Gwen Thompson (the love of my life), by Tommy Thompson. 
  

June Margaret May Piper and Nilda Notorio Piper, Linda Gilbertie, 
by Jack and Grace Warner, and Heidi Piper Warner. 

    
  

THE EASTER LILIES ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN THANKSGIVING FOR... 
  

Art Piper, Sandee and Jack Griffin, and The Daughters of the King,  
by Jack and Grace Warner and Heidi Piper Warner. 

  
    

THE EASTER LILIES ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN HONOR OF... 
  

Marshall and Nancy Gayheart, Billy and Julie Yowell, 
Billy and Julia Green, Jim and Peggy Allen. 

  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

We offer our thanks for those who contribute to our service videos. 
 

Clergy 
The Rev. Michael Gray 
The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane 
 
Readers 
Billy Green 
Jaynie Jackson 
 
Musicians 
The Rev. Brad Jackson  
Jaynie Jackson  
Jamie & Janet Adams  
The Rev. Michael Gray 

 

 
Music Mixer  
Paul Jackson 
 
Videographers 
Jaynie Jackson 
Becky Walser 
Evan Williams 
Josh Blevins 
 
Video Production 
Karen Rosica 

 

Music used with permission by One License. 
Photos in our videos are used with permission by ResourceUMC, StockSnap, ShareFaith, and ShutterStock. 


