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MAUNDY THURSDAY 
April 1, 2021 

 
The Moravian tradition is a harmony of the Gospels. The goal is to read the events of Holy Week on the 

days that they occurred – and in a sense, to walk with Jesus through the last week of his earthly ministry. 
At first it was a private devotional, and then hymns were added to it as well as prayers, to make it suitable 

for corporate worship. I have added some traditional Anglican prayers, as well as a homily. 
Let’s walk through this week together and ponder anew the love our Lord has for us. 

 
~ The Rev. Michael Gray ~ 

 
OPENING HYMN – “O Bread of Life”  # 342, Hymnal 1982 
 Janet Adams & Jaynie Jackson, duet 
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Officiant:  Let us pray.  
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
Officiant: 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON Marty Moon, reader 
 
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and 
John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover meal for us that we may eat it.” They asked him, “Where do you want us 
to make preparations for it?” “Listen,” he said to them, “when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water 
will meet you; follow him into the house he enters and say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where 
is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”’ He will show you a large room upstairs, already 
furnished. Make preparations for us there.” So they went and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared 
the Passover meal. ~ Luke 22:7-13 
 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the 
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. ~ John 13:1 
 
When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. He said to them, “I have eagerly desired 
to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; A dispute also 
arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. But he said to them, “The kings of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather the 
greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater, the one 
who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.  
~ Luke 22:14-17, 24-27 
 
The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got 
up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, 
who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, 
but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash 
you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And 
you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are 
clean.” After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you 
know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord - and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, 
that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 
I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But it is to fulfill the scripture, ‘The one who ate my 
bread has lifted his heel against me.’ I tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe 
that I am he. Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever receives me receives 
him who sent me.” ~ John 13:2-20 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN – “Jesu, Jesu”  # 74 vs. 1-3, LEVAS Hymnal 
 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON Becky Walser, reader 
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And when they had taken their places and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one 
who is eating with me.” They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” He said to 
them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the Son of Man goes as it is 
written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not 
to have been born.” ~ Mark 14:18-21 
 
The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One of his disciples - the one whom Jesus 
loved - was reclining next to him; Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So 
while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I give this 
piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son 
of Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what 
you are going to do.” Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. Some thought that, because Judas had 
the common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; or, that he should give something to 
the poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 
 
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  
~ John 13:22-31 
 
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this 
is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to 
them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of 
the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” ~ Mark 14:22-25 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN – “Now, My Tongue the Mystery Telling”  # 329, Hymnal 1982 (vs. 1-4) 
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THE THIRD LESSON Kitty Whitman, reader 
 
Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.” ~ John 13:33-35 
 
 
Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples.  
~ Matthew 26:35 
 
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered, “Where I am going, you cannot follow me 
now; but you will follow afterward.” Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my 
life for you.” Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Very truly, I tell you, before the cock crows, you 
will have denied me three times.  ~ John 13:36-38 
 
“Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your own faith 
may not fail; and you, when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” And he said to him, “Lord, I am 
ready to go with you to prison and to death!” ~ Luke 22:31-33 
 
He said to them, “When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack anything?” They said, “No, not 
a thing.” He said to them, “But now, the one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has 
no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, ‘And he was counted 
among the lawless’; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled.” They said, “Lord, look, here are two 
swords.” He replied, “It is enough.” ~ Luke 22:35-38 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN – “Now Let Us All With One Accord” # 147, Hymnal 1982 
 

 
 
 
THE FOURTH LESSON Jaynie Jackson, reader 
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 
 
And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.”  
 
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all 
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show 
us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 
 
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
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”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, 
to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 
”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see 
me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 
you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that 
you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, 
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me 
does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 
 
”I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them 
be afraid. 
 
You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am 
going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when 
it does occur, you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no 
power over me; but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, 
let us be on our way. ~ John 14:1-31 
 
”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch 
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken 
to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples. 
 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide 
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so 
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from 
my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may 
love one another. ~ John 15:1-17 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
HYMN – “Christian Hearts, in Love United”    
 
Christian hearts, in love united,  
Seek alone in Jesus rest; 
Has He not your love excited?  
Then let love inspire each breast; 
 

Members on our head depending  
Lights reflecting Him, our sun, 
Brethren His commands attending,  
We in Him, our Lord, are one. 
 



8 
 

Come, then, come, O flock of Jesus,  
Covenant with Him anew; 
Unto Him who conquered for us,  
Pledge we love and service true; 
 
And should our love’s union holy  
Firmly linked no more remain, 
Wait ye at His footstool lowly,  
Till He draw it close again. 
 

Grant, Lord, that with Thy direction,  
Love each other, we comply, 
Aiming with unfeigned affection  
Thy love to exemplify. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FIFTH LESSON Lina Frank, reader 
 
”If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you. If you belonged to the world, the world would 
love you as its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world - therefore the 
world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘Servants are not greater than their master.’ If they persecuted 
me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But they will do all these things to you 
on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they 
would not have sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If I had not 
done among them the works that no one else did, they would not have sin. But now they have seen and hated both 
me and my Father. It was to fulfill the word that is written in their law, ‘They hated me without a cause.’ 
 
”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, 
he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 
”I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling. They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an 
hour is coming when those who kill you will think that by doing so they are offering worship to God. And they will 
do this because they have not known the Father or me. But I have said these things to you so that when their hour 
comes you may remember that I told you about them. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because 
I was with you. ~ John 15:18-16:4 
 
But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may remember that I told you about them. “I 
did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him who sent me; 
yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
hearts. 
 
Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going 
to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. “I 
still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you 
the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the 
Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 
”A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me.” Then some of his 
disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying to us, ‘A little while, and you will no longer see me, and 
again a little while, and you will see me’; and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” They said, “What does he mean 
by this ‘a little while’ We do not know what he is talking about.” Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said 
to them, “Are you discussing among yourselves what I meant when I said, ‘A little while, and you will no longer see 
me, and again a little while, and you will see me’? Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will 
rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn into joy. When a woman is in labor, she has pain, because her hour 
has come. But when her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy of having brought a 
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human being into the world. So you have pain now; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one 
will take your joy from you. 
 
On that day you will ask nothing of me. Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name, he will 
give it to you. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may 
be complete. “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to 
you in figures, but will tell you plainly of the Father. On that day you will ask in my name. I do not say to you that I 
will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed 
that I came from God. 
 
I came from the Father and have come into the world; again, I am leaving the world and am going to the Father.” His 
disciples said, “Yes, now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure of speech! Now we know that you know all 
things, and do not need to have anyone question you; by this we believe that you came from God.” Jesus answered 
them, “Do you now believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each one to his 
home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is with me. I have said this to you, so that 
in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!” 
~ John 16:4-33 
 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son 
so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your 
own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
 
”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them 
to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf 
of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified 
in them. 
 
And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 
in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected 
them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to 
be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so 
that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of 
the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. 
 
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 
 
”I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they 
may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in 
them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved me. 
 
Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you 
have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. “Righteous Father, the world does not know 
you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it 
known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” ~  John 17:1-26 
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Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
HYMN – “Praise to the Holiest”  # 446 vs. 1-4, Hymnal 1982 
 

 

 
 
THE SIXTH LESSON Harold Boyd, reader 
 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there 
was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus 
often met there with his disciples. ~ John 18:1-2 
 
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there 
and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said 
to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” And going a little farther, he 
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threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want 
but what you want.” ~ Matthew 26:36-39 
 
Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his 
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground. ~ Luke 22:43-44 
 
Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me 
one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak.” Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your 
will be done.” Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went 
away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you 
still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” ~ Matthew 26:40-46 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN – “Go to Dark Gethsemane”  # 171, Hymnal 1982 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane 
 
So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they 
came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward, 
and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, 
who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the 
ground. Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I 
told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, 
“I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” ~ John 18:3-9 
 
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, 
from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will 
kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus said to 
him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one 
of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then 
Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you 
think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how 
then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, 
“Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple 
teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” 
Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. ~ Matthew 26:47-56 
 
A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, but he left the 
linen cloth and ran off naked. ~ Mark 14:51-52 
 
So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First they took him to Annas, who 
was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it 
was better to have one person die for the people. Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it 
was cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming 
himself. Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus answered, “I have 
spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. 
I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I 
said.” When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you 
answer the high priest?” Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, 
why do you strike me?” Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. ~ John 18:12-14, 18-24 
 
Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him 
to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This 
fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” The high priest stood up and said, 
“Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, 
“I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You 
have said so. But I tell you, From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming 
on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need 
witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.” Then 
they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that 
struck you?”      
 
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the 
Galilean.” But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” When he went out 
to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and 
said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to curse, and he swore 
an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: 
“Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. ~ Matthew 26:59-75 
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Deacon: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
FINAL PRAYERS 
 
Officiant: 
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for 
the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Officiant: 
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in 
peace. The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. Amen. 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Officiant: Now let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN – “Ah, Holy Jesus” # 158, Hymnal 1982 
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