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TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 
March 30, 2021 

 
The Moravian tradition is a harmony of the Gospels. The goal is to read the events of Holy Week on the 

days that they occurred – and in a sense, to walk with Jesus through the last week of his earthly ministry. 
At first it was a private devotional, and then hymns were added to it as well as prayers, to make it suitable 

for corporate worship. I have added some traditional Anglican prayers, as well as a homily. 
Let’s walk through this week together and ponder anew the love our Lord has for us. 

 
~ The Rev. Michael Gray ~ 

 
 
OPENING HYMN – “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”  # 170, Hymns for the Family of God Hymnal 
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Officiant: Let us pray. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
Officiant:  
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation 
of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON Becky Walser, reader 
 
In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. Then Peter remembered and said 
to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. Truly I 
tell you, if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and if you do not doubt in your heart, but 
believe that what you say will come to pass, it will be done for you. So I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, 
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 
 
“Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so that your Father in heaven may also 
forgive you your trespasses.” ~ Mark 11:20-25 
 
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, 
“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask 
you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the 
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
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heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of 
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

    
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He 
answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and 
he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him 
 
“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in 
it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, 
he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he 
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, 
and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, 
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, 
the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The 
one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests 
and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but 
they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. ~ Matthew 21:23-46 
 
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave 
a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they 
would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But 
they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, 
mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the 
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered 
all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to 
see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you 
get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 
and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are 
called, but few are chosen.”   
 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with the 
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and 
show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to 
pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose 
head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor 
the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; 
and they left him and went away. ~ Matthew 22:1-22 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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HYMN – “Is It Lawful to Pay Taxes?” Carolyn Winfrey Gillette © 2014 
     
“Is it lawful to pay taxes when they prop up Caesar’s rule?”   
So some people asked of Jesus, wanting him to seem a fool.   
Saying “no” would be sedition; saying “yes” would be a sin.   
Jesus changed the conversation, calling them to look within.       
  
“Find a tax coin in your treasure; see the image that it bears.   
Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s. (Give to rulers what is theirs.)”   
Yet he pressed on with his message; “Give to God what is God’s own.”   
We who bear our Maker’s image worship God and God alone.   
    
Lord of all, in every nation, may your word be understood—   
That we have an obligation to support the common good.   
May our taxes, all together, fund our working hand in hand   
So that life will be made better for all people in this land.       
  
THE SECOND LESSON Lina Frank, reader 
 
The same day some Sadducees came to him, saying there is no resurrection; and they asked him a question, 
saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man dies childless, his brother shall marry the widow, and raise up children for 
his brother.’ Now there were seven brothers among us; the first married, and died childless, leaving the widow to his 
brother. The second did the same, so also the third, down to the seventh. Last of all, the woman herself died. In the 
resurrection, then, whose wife of the seven will she be? For all of them had married her.” Jesus answered them, “You 
are wrong, because you know neither the scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry 
nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read 
what was said to you by God, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is God not of 
the dead, but of the living.” And when the crowd heard it, they were astounded at his teaching. 
 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, 
asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 
and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” ~ Matthew 22:23-40 
 
Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no 
other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s 
neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw 
that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask 
him any question. ~ Mark 12:32-34 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
HYMN – “The Gift of Love”  Hal Hopson, 1971 
(CCLI # 3501804)           Brad and Jaynie Jackson, duet 
 
Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, 
And have not love; my words are vain; as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 
Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, 
But not be given by love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
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Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; by this we worship, and are freed. 
 
THE THIRD LESSON Becky Walser, reader 
 
While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the Messiah is the son of 
David? David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared, 

 
‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 
until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 

 
David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?” And the large crowd was listening to him with delight. ~ 
Mark 12:35-37 
 
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; therefore, do 
whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach. They tie up 
heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger 
to move them. They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes 
long. They love to have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be greeted with 
respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one 
teacher, and you are all students. And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father - the one in heaven. Nor 
are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be your 
servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted. 
 
“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you lock people out of the kingdom of heaven. For you do 
not go in yourselves, and when others are going in, you stop them. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
For you cross sea and land to make a single convert, and you make the new convert twice as much a child of hell as 
yourselves. “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the sanctuary is bound by nothing, but whoever 
swears by the gold of the sanctuary is bound by the oath.’ You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the 
sanctuary that has made the gold sacred? And you say, ‘Whoever swears by the altar is bound by nothing, but whoever 
swears by the gift that is on the altar is bound by the oath.’ How blind you are! For which is greater, the gift or the 
altar that makes the gift sacred? So whoever swears by the altar, swears by it and by everything on it; and whoever 
swears by the sanctuary, swears by it and by the one who dwells in it; and whoever swears by heaven, swears by the 
throne of God and by the one who is seated upon it. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe 
mint, dill, and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you 
ought to have practiced without neglecting the others. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel! 
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they 
are full of greed and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup, so that the outside also 
may become clean. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which on 
the outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth. So you also on the 
outside look righteous to others, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. “Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous, and you say, 
‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the 
prophets.’ Thus you testify against yourselves that you are descendants of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, 
then, the measure of your ancestors. You snakes, you brood of vipers! How can you escape being sentenced to hell? 
 
Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in 
your synagogues and pursue from town to town, so that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, 
from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the 
sanctuary and the altar. Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this generation. 
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“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired 
to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your 
house is left to you, desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord.’” ~ Matthew 23:1-39 
 
He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in 
large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his 
disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to 
the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything 
she had, all she had to live on.” ~ Mark 12:41-44 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
HYMN – “I Surrender All” # 133, LEVAS Hymnal 
 Lina Frank, soloist
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THE FOURTH LESSON  The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane 
 
While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.” After Jesus had said this, he 
departed and hid from them. 
 
Although he had performed so many signs in their presence, they did not believe in him. This was to fulfill the word 
spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “Lord, who has believed our message, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been 
revealed?” And so they could not believe, because Isaiah also said, “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their 
heart, so that they might not look with their eyes, and understand with their heart and turn - and I would heal 
them.” Isaiah said this because he saw his glory and spoke about him. 
 
Nevertheless many, even of the authorities, believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they did not confess it, for 
fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved human glory more than the glory that comes from 
God. 
 
Then Jesus cried aloud: “Whoever believes in me believes not in me but in him who sent me. And whoever sees me 
sees him who sent me. I have come as light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in 
the darkness. I do not judge anyone who hears my words and does not keep them, for I came not to judge the world, 
but to save the world. The one who rejects me and does not receive my word has a judge; on the last day the word 
that I have spoken will serve as judge, for I have not spoken on my own, but the Father who sent me has himself 
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given me a commandment about what to say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal life. 
What I speak, therefore, I speak just as the Father has told me.” ~ John 12:36-50 
 
Deacon: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
HYMN – “Hosea: Come Back to Me” # 126, Renew Hymnal 
 Jaynie Jackson, soloist 
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THE SERMON The Rev. Michael Gray 
 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Officiant and People: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
A PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 
 
Officiant:  
Gracious Father, we pray for thy holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth, in all truth with all peace. Where it is 
corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen 
it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus Christ thy Son our 
Savior. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING    
 
Officiant: 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you; 
the Lord lift His countenance upon and give you peace. 
Now and forever. Amen. 
 
 THE DISMISSAL 
 
Deacon: Now let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  



10 
 

CLOSING HYMN – “Eternal Ruler of the Ceaseless Round” # 617, Hymnal 1982 
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