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ABOUT THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER 
The Great Vigil of Easter is the most significant liturgy of the Christian year and is the culmination of the 
Triduum—the Sacred Three Days. The service begins in total darkness. The Church is slowly illuminated by the 
candles of the faithful as we observe the Paschal Mystery—the passage from darkness into light, from death into life—
told through ancient texts, scriptural readings, and sacred music, telling of God’s saving actions through history. The 
great moment of this night is the celebration of the First Eucharist of the Resurrection, gloriously announced with 
Alleluias. The Paschal Candle burns as a sign of the presence of the resurrected Christ and will burn throughout the 
Easter season, known as the Great Fifty Days. 
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THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER 
 
THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
At the appointed hour, all stand and face the west end of the nave. In the darkness, the Paschal Fire is kindled. The 
Celebrant addresses the people, and the people respond, Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING & LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
The Paschal Candle is lighted from the newly-kindled fire. The procession moves through the darkened church by the 
light of the Paschal Candle. In the course of the procession, the people’s candles are lit. The procession pauses three 
times and at each pause the following is sung (successively higher): 

 
As the procession reaches the crossing and the Paschal Candle is placed in its stand, all remain standing. 
 
THE EASTER PROCLAMATION: THE EXSULTET 
 Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the 
victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious 
splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 
 Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with 
the praises of your people. All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to 
God the Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his 
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and… 

 

 
 It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to 
praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of 
Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people. 
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 This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, 
and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 
 This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are 
restored to grace and holiness of life. 
 This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the 
grave. 
 How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that 
to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 
 How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores 
innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace 
and concord. 
 How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God. 
Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine 
continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it 
ever burning––he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and… 

 
 
THE SERVICE OF LESSONS 
Celebrant Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages 

past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 
The people extinguish their candles and are seated. 

 
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 1:1-2:4  The story of Creation 
 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from 
the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day. 
 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in 
it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees 
of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the third day. 
 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome 
of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights--the greater 
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. God set them in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 
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from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the fourth day. 
 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature 
that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the 
fifth day. 
 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of 
the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female 
he created them. 
 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on 
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was 
so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. 
 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day 
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he 
had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the 
work that he had done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created. 
 
HYMN 177  BICKFORD 

1 Over the chaos of the empty waters 
hovered the Spirit, bringing forth creation; 
so from the empty tomb the Second Adam 

issued triumphant. 

2 By the same Spirit we, regenerated 
into the body of our risen Savior, 

seek through the power of the new creation 
life everlasting. 

 
3 By the same Spirit we are called to worship 

God our Creator, Savior, Sanctifier, 
of whom the glory, in both earth and heaven, 

is manifested. 
 
THE FIRST COLLECT 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
   O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of 

human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to 
share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SECOND LESSON: Exodus 14:10-31 15:20-21  Israel’s deliverance at the Dead Sea 
 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on 
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there 
were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done 
to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let 
us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in 
the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance 
that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never 
see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch 
out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then 
I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory 
for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and 
his chariot drivers.” 
 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and 
the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between 
the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up 
the night; one did not come near the other all night. 
 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into 
the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The 
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 
drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they 
turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting 
for them against Egypt.” 
 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the 
Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot 
drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 
But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their 
right and on their left. 
 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on 
the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared 
the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
 Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women 
went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, 
for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
 
HYMN   African-American Spiritual 

Wade in the water, wade in the water children, 
Wade in the water: God’s  a-gonna trouble the water. 

 
See that band all dressed in white, 

The leader looks like an Israelite. R. 
See that band all dressed in red, 

Looks like the band that Moses led. R. 
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THE SECOND COLLECT 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
   O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once 

delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under 
Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant 
that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and 
rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THIRD LESSON: Ezekiel 36:24-28  A new heart and a new spirit 
 Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: I will take you from the nations, and gather 
you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new 
heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the 
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my 
statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your 
ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
 
ANTHEM   Richard Hillert 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 
THE THIRD COLLECT 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
   Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant 

of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may 
show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
FOURTH LESSON: Ezekiel 37:1-14  Valley of dry bones 
 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord.” 
 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 
God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 
 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
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Thus says the Lord God: “I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 
my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord. 
 
ANTHEM   ERHALT UNS, HERR 

1 Look down, O Lord, with pitying eye; 
See Adam’s race in ruin lie; 

Sin spreads its trophies o’er the ground, 
And scatters slaughtered heaps around. 

 
3 But if your spirit deigns to breathe, 

Life spreads thru’ all the realms of death: 
Dry bones obey your powerful voice; 
They move, they waken, they rejoice. 

2 And can these mould’ring corpses live? 
And can these perish’d bones revive? 
That, mighty God, to you is known; 
That wondrous work is all your own. 

 
4 So when your trumpet’s awful sound 

Shall shake the Heav’ns and rend the ground, 
Dead saints shall from their tombs arise, 

And spring to life beyond the skies. 
 
THE FOURTH COLLECT 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
   Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 

righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy 
Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
THE HOLY BAPTISM &  
RENEWAL OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
 
THE PRESENTATION & EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES 
Celebrant The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
Sponsors I present [name] to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Celebrant Do you desire to be baptized? 
Candidate I do. 
Celebrant Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against 

God? 
Candidate I renounce them. 
Celebrant Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 

creatures of God? 
Candidate I renounce them. 
Celebrant Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Candidate I renounce them. 
Celebrant Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Candidate I do. 
Celebrant Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Candidate I do. 
Celebrant Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Candidate I do. 
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Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in 
their life in Christ? 

People We will! 
 

Celebrant  Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into 
his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that 
our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy 
Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve 
God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 

 
THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
Celebrant  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
People   I do. 
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father?  
People   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and 

in the prayers?  
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 

the Lord? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
THE PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES   
Celebrant Let us now pray for these persons who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth 
Leader   Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader   Open their heart to your grace and truth. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader   Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader   Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader   Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader   Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader   Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
Celebrant  Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live 

in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and 
reigns now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER   
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Celebrant 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. 
 Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of 
Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the 
baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through 
his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
 We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By 
it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful 
obedience to your Son, we bring into his. fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 
 Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are 
cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE BAPTISM   
The Celebrant then pours water upon, the candidate, saying 
I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Then the Priest places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross and saying 
You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon your 
servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in 
your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a 
spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.   
 
When complete, the Celebrant says 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
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Celebrant and People 
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 
The Celebrant concludes as follows  
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and 
the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
The people remain standing as the Celebrant sprinkles them with blessed water, a sign of the renewal of their 
baptismal covenant while the following is sung 
 
HYMN    BEACH SPRING 

Wash O God, our sons and daughters, 
where your cleansing waters flow. 
Number them among your people; 

bless as Christ blessed long ago. 
Weave them garments bright and sparkling; 

compass them with love and light. 
Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit, 

holy dove and heart’s delight. 

Oh, how deep your holy wisdom! 
Unimagined, all your ways! 

To your name be glory, honor! 
With our lives we worship, praise! 
We your people stand before you, 

water washed and Spirit-born. 
By your grace, our lives we offer, 

Recreate us, God transform. 
 
 

 
 
 
THE ACCLAMATION OF THE RESURRECTION 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The people ring bells as they sing the Gloria. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS S 280  Powell 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us; 

 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; 

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
   Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the 

cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant 
us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his 
resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE EPISTLE: Romans 36:3-11 The people are seated 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 
 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if 
we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he 
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ALLELUIA     Sung first by Cantor, second by Choir, and third time by All Fintan O’Carroll 

 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10   
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 
was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb 
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quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  All repeat the Alleluia once. 
 
THE SERMON.        The People are seated at the direction of the Preacher. The Rev. Mark S. Winward 
 
THE CREED All stand BCP p. 358 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    All remain standing or kneel. BCP p. 387 
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church. 
 That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you: 
 That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons including Sean, our presiding bishop, Rob our own 
Bishop and Mark our Rector. 
 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, including our President 
Donald and our Governor Brian: 
 That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; especially CARES, Good Samaritan, ACES, 
Angels on Horseback, Boys and Girls Club, the Weekend Snack Program, Arrendale Women’s 
Prison Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, Serve Pickens, The Community Thrift Store, Cherly’s Place 
and all other agencies supported by our parish,  Guide and support out mission with the LAMB 
Institute in Honduras, our mission with St. Mark’s School in Haiti and the relationships with our 
Companion diocese of Cape Coast, Ghana and our partner parish, St. James the Apostle, Elmina. 
For all of the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad and all those who place 
themselves in harm’s way for our sake 
 That our works may find favor in your sight.  
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Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble including those who are in need of 
prayer: Dave Hodgens, Arti Bailey and family as well as Christopher Garner, Skylar Wayne 
Crawford, Peter Brandt, Lilian Allgary, Katherine, Mae Nunn and those on our long-term prayer list 
found on the back of the service leaflet and those that we name either silently or aloud.  
 That they may be delivered from their distress.  
Give to the departed eternal rest. (Read the next phrase only if we have listed a name and family 
members). We pray especially for Lee Bailey, survived by wife, Arti Bailey.  
 Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy.  
 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
The Celebrant adds 
 Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN All remain standing or kneeling. BCP p. 360 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All   Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE  All stand. BCP p. 360 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you.  
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Your gifts support the life and ministry of Holy Family. Online giving is available by scanning this QR code. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination, are welcome to receive Communion at Holy Family. 

Communion is offered at the altar rail and may also be brought to anyone in the pews unable to move to the 
altar rail. You may 1) receive only the bread, or 2) dip the wafer in the wine before consuming it (intinction). 

Gluten-free wafers and wine-infused wafers are available upon request at the altar rail. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  George Friderick Handel 

Thanks be to thee; Lord, thou hast brought thy people with thee; Israel safe through the sea. 
Like to a flock brought home by a shepherd, Lord, by thy hand, 

in thy great goodness they passed safely through. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The People stand as the gifts are brought forward. 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
The Celebrant continues 
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 
for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his 
rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS S 125  Proulx 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The People remain standing or kneel. 
 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant~, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  



 17 

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
  We remember his death. We proclaim his resurrection. We await his coming in glory; 
 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation. 
 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM Alleluia. Christ our Passover Susan Calvin Fletcher 

 

 

 
 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 192  VRUECHTEN 

1 This joyful Eastertide, 
away with sin and sorrow! 
My Love, the Crucified, 

hath sprung to life this morrow. 
 

2 Had Christ, that once was slain, 
ne’er burst his three-day prison, 

our faith had been in vain; 
but now is Christ arisen. 

3 Death’s flood hath lost its chill, 
since Jesus crossed the river: 

Lord of all life, from ill 
my passing life deliver. 

 
4 My flesh in hope shall rest, 

and for a season slumber, 
till trump from east to west 

shall wake the dead in number. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER All stand or kneel to pray.  BCP p. 365 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING   BCP P. 339 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 180   UNSER HERRSCHER 

1 He is risen, he is risen! 
Tell it out with joyful voice: 

he has burst his three days’ prison; 
let the whole wide earth rejoice: 
death is conquered, we are free, 

Christ has won the victory. 
 

2 Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted, 
with glad smile and radiant brow! 

Death’s long shadows have departed; 
Jesus’ woes are over now, 

and the passion that he bore— 
sin and pain can vex no more. 

3 Come, with high and holy hymning, 
hail our Lord’s triumphant day; 

not one darksome cloud is dimming 
yonder glorious morning ray, 
breaking o’er the purple east, 
symbol of our Easter feast. 

 
4 He is risen, he is risen! 

He hath opened heaven’s gate: 
we are free from sin’s dark prison, 

risen to a holier state; 
and a brighter Easter beam 

on our longing eyes shall stream. 
 
DISMISSAL    BCP p. 366 
Celebrant Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
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LONG-TERM PRAYER LIST 
Nancy Faussone*, Diane Douglas*, Becky Jacobs, Larry Jones*, Ann Hilpert, Derek Allen, Barbara 
Jones Black, Winship Durrett*, Ted Hackett*, Kim Winters,  Janet L’Abbe, Mariellen Schultz*, Paul 
Smith, Jamie Quinn*, Sally Smith, Pam and Kirk Kondos*, Matt Porter, Dave Carley, Joyce Dewey*, 
Ed Dewey*, Corby Johnson Martin, Ellen Lloyd*, Todd Nicholson, Mary Porter*, David Vezzetti, 
Megan Elizabeth Hill, Teonila Arde Patel, Suzanne Quin Fojas, Mary Campbell Stromire, Hope 
Schultz, Ashley Waller, Liz, Bill Davis, Jaime, Sue Watters, Iris Harris, Wayne Mulkey, Megan 
Kendall, Mike Nunn,  Bowman Crum*, Glenna Stone*, Tom Ciomek, Carol Monroe, Allison 
Sherrer Falinski, Lou Ellen Gibson*, Lee Bailey, Lee Buffalo*, Wayne Faussone, Shannon O’Keefe 

*parishioners 
 
 
 
MEMBERS’ LOVED ONES SERVING IN THE MILITARY HOLY FAMILY CONNECTION 
Jaret Bosarge, US Military Academy Carolyn & Phil Anderson 
Jacob Price, US Navy   
Mark Reed, US Marines  
Jack Resetar, US Military Academy 
Grace Resetar, US Army 
Christopher Weaver, US Army  
Joel Winters, US Army Amelia & Robert Broussard  
Kevin Caney, US Navy Farnham Caney & Jeannine Krenson 
Brendan Zavesky, US Air Force Susan Mowry 
Jennie Sibley Sheffield, US Air Force Jennie & John Sheffield 
Taylor Everidge, US Navy June Giglia 
Mark Tootle, US Army Coty Tootle 
David Rudiger, US Army Susan & John Rowan 
James Tindall, US Army  Anne & Byron Tindall 
Zachary Mauriello, National Guard  David & Kimberly Mauriello 
Joshua Mauriello, National Guard 
Sean Duda, Space Force Bob & Kathy Duda 
Jameson Bragg, US Army Jeanette & Lee Buffalo 
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Mailing Address: 202 Griffith Road, Jasper, GA 30143 

Office Phone: 770-893-4525 
Rector’s Mobile: 757-639-6239 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Email Address: Office@HolyFamilyJasper.org 

Website: www. HolyFamilyJasper.org 
The Rev. Mark Winward, Rector 

The Rev. Byron Tindall, Priest Associate.    The Rev. Katharine Armentrout, Deacon 
John King Carter, Organist/Choirmaster 

Christie Beiring, Parish Administrator.    Jacques LeBlanc, Sexton 
Jim Braley, Head Verger 

  
Vision: Revealing Jesus through our actions by extending his love for us through our service to others 

Mission: Creating Christian community: serving and engaging people in vibrant ministries 


