
 

 
 

 

This Week at Holy Family 

 
Spotlight on Ruth House: In April, Outreach hosted two representatives from the Ruth House. Penny 

Haynes, Executive Director, and Vee Thompson, Board Secretary. They told the story of Ruth House 

and helped us get a broader idea of how they work. Ruth House was started as a ministry of World 

Harvest Church in the 1990s, as was Timothy House and Good Shepard House. All three serve people 

in addiction seeking to move out of substance abuse. Penny told us most women with addiction issues 

were victims of childhood trauma, which needs to be addressed in a humanitarian and loving way. Their 

program seeks to restore each woman to healthy self-acceptance and give each woman a sense of value 

they may have never developed due to the trauma they experienced. The program is a 12-month program. 

For the first three months, no one is allowed to work, but must work their program. After the initial three-

month period, they can work to help pay for their program. The program includes individual and group 

therapy sessions, Bible study is offered as well as other aspects of recovery and addiction counseling. 

They are now accepting pregnant women but cannot keep infants at their facility. The facility has room 

for 14 women. They are in constant need of transportation as the women have doctor appointments and 

work requirements. Penny Haynes is certified in recovery counseling and trauma. Dr. John Mauldin is a 

retired psychologist who volunteers his services and wrote the recovery program they use. The program 

costs about $900 per month per woman, so donations are very much needed. Few of the women can 

entirely pay for the program themselves, and Ruth House works with each woman to help find sponsors 

who can contribute to the cost of their care. They have found a van to handle transportation needs, but 

also need donations to finish paying for it. Outreach voted unanimously to donate $1,000 toward the 

purchase of that van. Ruth House invites volunteers to come be a presence to the women in their program. 

Volunteers could offer a book study, Bible study, crafts, or just a visit to help the women transition out 

of addiction into a more normal, healthy lifestyle.  

 

“GARDENING FOR GOOD” WANT TO HELP? Holy Family has been offered two large garden 

beds to plant and harvest in the new community garden that has been started near Big Canoe. The harvest 

would then be distributed to a number of our community services that we support, i.e. ACES where fresh 

vegetables would be a welcome addition to the plates of those young teenagers, to Ruth House, to 

CARES, etc. That is what we call “Gardening for Good”! 
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The hope is that we will have a number of folks, some experienced but some novices, who would like to 

plant the beds, tend and then harvest them. The equipment to do that is already at the gardens, so no tools 

are required. After the volunteer gardeners decide what they would like to plant, funds will be provided 

to purchase them. Then the fun begins, planting, watering, tending, etc. 

  

Now we need folks who want to be part of this fun, sun-filled, summer-time project. If you are interested, 

just call the office and let us know. Questions? Just send an email to the office, titled “Gardening for 

Good” and we will answer them. 

Think of all the wonderful things we can grow!!   

 

Parish Hall Meetings:  If your group meets in the Parish Hall, it is ok to reconfigure the 
tables and chairs but please do return all chairs and tables to the original position in which they 
were found. Please do not leave this for the next group or person to do.  
 

Wonderful Wednesdays: People have responded to my invitation to help host outdoor picnics on third 

Wednesdays this summer and fall. June 15 is booked for Grandview Lake. In short, these gatherings 

include a simple outdoor Eucharist, food and fellowship. We’ll hold them at 5:00 in the afternoon. I’ve 

heard from Bent Tree parishioners who’ve volunteers for August 17 at the Bent Tree pavilion. If you’ve 

got energy for helping make other of them happen, let me know. G. Yandell 

 

Adult Education: The Gospel of John. Come and learn who wrote the Gospel, when it was written, 

and why it is so different from the synoptic gospels! This Gospel is very different and very unlike the 

Synoptic Gospels. You don’t want to miss this 6 week study on how The Gospel of John is really unique. 

Join us for the introduction to the Gospel of John. Note-if you are unable to attend, the program will be 

available via Zoom. Byron Wyndham 

 

Zoom Meeting ID: 833 8671 2826 

Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83386712826 
 

Concert-Evensong Series to Resume: In Fall 2022-Spring 2023 Holy Family will resume the popular 

Sunday afternoon Concert-Evensong series with this abbreviated schedule: 

 

 October 16 

 December 18 (Lessons & Carols) 

 February 19 

 April 16 

 

All programs begin at 4:00 p.m. The schedule of performing artists will be forthcoming later in the 

summer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83386712826
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Ukraine Relief:  For links to donate to the International Disaster Response Fund and a list of other 

organizations you might consider if you wish to help Ukraine relief efforts, please visit our home page 

at holyfamilyepiscopalchurch.net. 
 
 

 

UNRESTRICTED GIVING THROUGH MARCH 2022 
 

Anticipated Contributions for March 
Actual Contributions in March 

 
Anticipated Contributions for March 

Actual Contributions in March 
  

Mortgage balance February 28, 2022             

     $36,627.48 
     $49,025.33 
  
     $149,111.70 
     $188,966.69 
 
     $47,930.33 
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